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Professor Bruce Cumings is an influential expert on Korean history and Asian affairs. He was formerly
the chair of the Department of History at the University of Chicago and currently holds the position of
Gustavus F. and Ann M. Swift Distinguished Service Professor in History and the College at the University of
Chicago. His research covers the fields of modern Korean history, twentieth-century international history,
US-East Asian relations, East Asian political economy, and American foreign relations. He is the author of
numerous books, including The Origins of the Korean War, which won the John King Fairbank Book Award
of the American Historical Association and the Quincy Wright Book Award of the Infernational Studies
Association. His articles have appeared in many academic journals. In addition, he was elected to
the American Academy of Arfs and Sciences in 1999 and is the recipient of fellowships from numerous

foundations.

SYNOPSIS

In 1947 George F. Kennan published the famous “X” article in the journal Foreign Affairs, outlining his
containment doctrine and his long-term prognosis for the Soviet Union. Professor Bruce Cumings will
do the same for North Korea, and ask whether with its new nuclear capabilities, the North can also be

contfained over the long ferm.



