The Lord Oxburgh of Liverpool
Doctor of Laws, honoris causa
Address

Dr The Hon Leung Chun-ying, President Edward Chen, Graduates, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am sure that | can say that anyone on whom Lingnan has bestowed an honorary degree is
both delighted and honoured to have been recognised in this way. It is a particular honour to be
recognised by a university whose roots extend back into the nineteenth century and which over that
time has fostered its own, and in some ways unigue, approach to education. We wish to express
to you our sincere gratitude.

Over its long history Lingnan has existed in many forms and different places and it is a great
pleasure to see Lingnan in its present reincarnation in the twenty first century in this campus in Tuen
Mun. Having watched this campus being built during the mid nineties | still think of this as the ‘new
campus’ but of course that is wrong because the University has now been here for more than ten
years.

The unique property of universities is that they have students. The majority of those students
arrive as unconfident school-leavers and it is the responsibility of the university to do all it can over
the next three or four years to help them develop into confident, accomplished young adults who
think for themselves, have their own values firmly established and are ready to make their own way
in the world.

All universities do this to a greater or lesser extent but | believe that it would be hard to find
another institution that devotes itself more single-mindedly to the ‘whole person’ development of
its students than Lingnan. What does this mean? It probably means different things to different
people. Butto me it means that alongside the formal disciplines of the degree course students learn
to be responsible members of a community; they learn to respect differences in points of view, in
background and in ways of living. They learn to work together and to collaborate in the myriad of
student activities on and off campus. From their work in the local community they also learn how
fortunate they are to be Lingnan students and that many of the really tough problems of the real
world are not solved as easily as those on campus.

| believe that the emphasis that Lingnan places on the development of the rounded individual
is valuable in many ways. Hong Kong is above all a city of business and only too often have | heard
employers complain that a new employee has the training that is needed for the job but that they are
hopeless when it comes to dealing with others. They cannot communicate their ideas, or hold their
own in a committee discussion firmly but without causing offence to those with whom they disagree.
Or employers may complain that in spite of their other abilities a particular individual is unlikely to be
promoted simply because they have not learned how to work in a team or to be a team leader. The
message is very clear: technical ability and training are very important but of limited value if they are
not accompanied by personal skills as well.
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These skills are exactly what the very special environment of Lingnan seeks to foster in all
its students. The university is small enough for people to know each other, small enough for the
teaching staff to know their students as people and not just as part of a sea of faces in a massive
lecture theatre - it is possible for students to flourish as individuals and each to develop his or her
own talents.

I commend Lingnan for remaining true to its traditional ideals even in the environment of
21¢ century Hong Kong where the need for well rounded, thoughtful and responsible members of
society are as great as it ever was but where financial pressures make this kind of education difficult
to maintain. In closing | would like to pay particular tribute to your President Edward Chen without
whose determination Lingnan would certainly not be the institution that it is today.

| offer you all and Lingnan University itself my very best wishes for the future and again
express the gratitude of your honorary graduands.
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