Distinguished Alumni Service Award Recipient

The Most Reverend Dr Paul Kwong

Promoting religious affairs around the world and
heralding the Lingnan Spirit and Loyalty

Archbishop Kwong graduated from Lingnan College in 1977 and was elected
the second Archbishop of Hong Kong Anglican Church in 2007. Over the years,
the Archbishop has spared no effort in promoting the development of religious
affairs in Hong Kong, China and around the world.

Archbishop Kwong majored in English at Lingnan College. After graduation, he
furthered his studies and earned a master’s as well as a doctoral degree in theology. He was ordained a priest
in 1983. He has also served in various positions, including the Chairman of the Diocesan Youth Committee of
the Diocese of Hong Kong and Macau, assistant to the Archbishop, Provincial Secretary General, lecturer and
Chaplain to the HKSKH Ming Hua Theological College, supervisor of church-sponsored schools, and chairman
and member of other social organisations. Archbishop Kwong was conferred the Honorary Doctorate by
Lingnan University in 2007 in recognition of his outstanding achievement in religious, community and
educational fields.

Training from childhood for life-long commitment to clergical work

Archbishop Kwong was born into an Anglican home as a fourth-generation Anglican member of the family.
Since his childhood, he has been deeply influenced by his family and the church. As a teenage boy, he decided
to become a clergyman, devoting his life faithfully in the service of God and the people. During his clergical
career, he has acted according to the teachings and examples of his parents and godmother: to be sincere,
responsible, kind, and amicable to people.

Archbishop Kwong has always emphasized on enhancing ties and exchanges between the Anglican Church
and religious groups in other regions. Since his appointment as Archbishop, he has strengthened the
relationship between the Hong Kong Anglican Church and other churches in Mainland China and other
parts of the world through arranging friendly visits. He also worked relentlessly to the development of the
Hong Kong diocese, nurturing talents, and strengthening the Anglican Church and consolidating its work at
parishes and mission churches. In different positions, the Archbishop led the Anglican Church in Hong Kong
in areas such as missions, social services and education, striving to promote the development of religious
affairs in Hong Kong for advancement towards a loving and caring society.

The Archbishop has long been concerned about youth affairs. In young people, he sees vitality, charm,
motivation and ideals. They are expected to develop in an all-round way, not only to pursue knowledge, but
also to distinguish between right and wrong. Furthermore, they should cultivate good character and talents
for the future development of the church and society.

Cherishing university memories and grateful to the alma mater

All four generations of the Archbishop's family are members of the Anglican Church, whilst many of the
pastors and elders of the Church also graduated from Lingnan University in Guangzhou. The former Bishop
Gilbert Baker also used to teach at Lingnan. Therefore, Archbishop Kwong has had a close relationship with
his alma mater and has always understood it well.

The days of studying in Lingnan have given him fond memories that he would always relish. He recalled
that, although there were not many students in his department, teachers and students were friends with
close relationships. Interesting lectures, listening to classical music outside the classroom, picnics and the
principal's teaching of English pronunciation are still vivid memories after decades.

Archbishop Kwong can see how the Lingnan Spirit was manifested by Lingnanians of the previous generation
who contributed to Lingnan. Their gratitude, love, loyalty and support for Lingnan deeply impressed him.
In various occasions, he always reminds people that what we possess today owes not only to the efforts
of ourselves but also to the effort and dedication of foregoing generations, so everyone should learn to
appreciate and be grateful.
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