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Address

| am sure | speak for my fellow graduands when | say we are honoured to stand before you
here. Lingnan University stands for a great liberal arts tradition that has its modern roots in the West
but is also linked with the Confucian values in education that evolved over the centuries.

Connecting the two traditions has been a responsibility the University had undertaken from its
beginnings in Guangzhou. And Hong Kong is fortunate that its alumni and supporters took pains to
rebuild that mixed tradition afresh after its campus in China was closed down.

| vividly recall the moment when my colleague at The University of Hong Kong, Edward Chen,
became Lingnan’s first Vice Chancellor. He has the capacity to integrate the latest economic ideas
with Chinese entrepreneurship and | was convinced that Lingnan under his leadership will offer
the kind of holistic view of human and social capital that our region needs. | am proud to see what
Lingnan has done as a university during the past two and a half decades.

Reflecting on its achievements, | would like to talk about what | expect of the liberal arts
today. | hope it is not too presumptuous of me to talk about matters that you know so well. But the
challenges to higher education today suggest that two key issues need further thought.

The first concerns the relations between the humanities and the social sciences. In the two
universities | worked during the past 31 years, | was struck by the fact that one retained the Faculty
of Arts and Social Sciences as a community of students and scholars while the other chose to
divide the two into separate Faculties. The two different experiences have made me think about the
consequences of having done that.

Where it was one Faculty, | note the rich texture of performances arising from staff and
students in humanities and social science because they have more opportunities to connect with
one another. In particular, that enabled students to better mix their choice of subjects and broaden
their horizons. | was impressed to see how everyone appreciated the learning environment.

Where the Faculties were separated, however, both staff and students lost by having minimal
exchanges with one another. Both humanities and social science education missed what greater
proximity and regular cooperation could provide. This is why | believe that universities would gain
much from reinstating the liberal arts approach. Thus when Lingnan University keeps that flag flying
in the face of the narrowing instincts that prevail today, | feel reassured by its success in so doing.

The divisions between humanities and social science and, for that matter, between both and
the natural sciences, are becoming obstacles to understanding the world’s deeper needs. Many of
the best scientists in the world are also aware that they need to cooperate and work with people
educated in the liberal arts.

My second observation concerns the longstanding dichotomy of East and West that
Chinese thought leaders have taken for paying a great deal of attention to the differences between
China and the West. Some today even view the phenomenon as Sino-American competition for
influence and power.

However justified that might have been, it ignores the fact that the world has been modernising
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fast. Every society and culture has been adapting to common global challenges. Many of their
experiences deserve now to be studied with sensitivity and care. To continue to talk only in terms of

the divide between China and the West would be misleading and can create serious distortions in
our understanding of what is really happening.

The world has moved on. More attention should be given to how different cultures and
societies have adapted to modernisation. Issues of wealth and security, of science and education,
are common to all, not least to China’s close neighbours. More people wish to work together for
peace, order and development. The urgent challenges are to find new ways to overcome the

dangerous pursuit of national power and superiority and focus on issues that can change people’s
lives for the better.

Let me conclude by saying that a new age of enlightenment is achievable only if we confront
the realities of global proximity. Universities like Lingnan can contribute much to that task by
affirming their successes and take their rightful place at the high tables of human development.

On behalf of the other two honorary doctorates Prof Simon Marginson and Dr Frank Law, and
everyone graduating today, | offer congratulations to the University for its commitment to what truly

matters. We look forward to seeing it produce graduates who will always be dedicated to this great
cause.
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