President's Address =R

Mr Council Chairman, distinguished guests, colleagues, parents, graduates, ladies and
gentlemen:

| have been in office for nearly 14 months, time enough to get to know the
University’s history, realities and priorities. For instance, | have discovered to my delight
that historically, Lingnan University in Guangzhou was among the best universities in
China, once considered the best in the South and rivalled only by Peking University
in the North. We were the standard bearer of academic excellence in the country. As
a consequence of educational reform in China, Lingnan University ceased to operate
as an independent entity in 1952, but was reestablished in Hong Kong 15 years later
by its visionary and dedicated alumni from the Guangzhou era. This proud past is
both inspiring and humbling, urging us on to build our University as an internationally
recognised liberal arts institution.

Today, | want to speak from the heart, about what | have seen and learned,
about the promise of this unique university and the present situation in Hong Kong.
As you know, Lingnan students have been involved in the debate over Hong Kong’s
constitutional and electoral reform. As an educator, my duty is to see that this social
participation has positive educational value for our students. Whatever the eventual
outcome of this debate, we can all learn and grow with the experience. | had been
young once, and know how endearing youthful passion and ideals can be. Some of
our students have taken part in street demonstrations. | admire their courage. They
have been on my mind and in my heart. So | would like to speak freely about things
that matter to students, to this university and to our society, for what happens to young
people today will determine what society will become tomorrow.

Against this background, two related questions are uppermost in my mind: How well
have we prepared our students for life in society? What are we educating them to be?

Some of you may be familiar with the ten personal qualities of a liberally educated
person identified by Professor William Cronon in his 1998 article in The American
Scholar. His list may be seen as a modern version of lasting values embraced by
different cultures through the ages. | believe some of the qualities he has identified are
essential to us, if we want to make Lingnan a proud centre of liberal arts education in
Hong Kong and across Asia.

The university is a place of special privilege and purpose. With this privilege
comes the moral duty to uphold and respect the diversity of views that flourish within
the university community. This means that while we express our views with passion
and conviction, we should always respect the right of others to hold views different
from our own.

In fact, the ability to listen, to hear contrary views, and to empathise tops Professor
Cronon’s list of personal qualities of the liberally educated person. Hong Kong'’s present
predicament may be partly attributable to an inability or unwillingness to listen on both
sides of the political divide. The ability to be a good listener presupposes humility,
tolerance, and self-criticism, another personal quality underlined by Professor Cronon.
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| have read in the newspapers that many university students in Hong Kong dare not
speak their mind, because they are worried about being harassed by vocal students who
hold different views. | hope this does not happen at Lingnan, because that would be a
betrayal of the ideal we live by, the very basis of liberal arts education itself.

| would therefore like to appeal to our students and graduates, whatever your social
or political persuasions, to embrace humility throughout your life. These days, too many
people are too quick to criticise others without first knowing the basic facts, reasoning
through their assumptions and carefully examining the evidence.

We come to the university for knowledge, for personal discovery and growth,
and ultimately for the purpose of serving the world. We come to discover ourselves,
our passion and our dreams. Socrates said more than 2,500 years ago that “an
unexamined life is not worth living”. For our own sake, and that of Lingnan and the wider
world, we should be prepared to examine our conduct and beliefs from time to time,
and ask ourselves the following questions: Are our views informed and supported by
evidence? Are we skipping inconvenient facts we don’t like, or influenced by biases or
preconceptions? Among other things, a liberally educated person is an independent and
self-critical thinker.

One quality not explicitly mentioned by Professor Cronon is global outlook and
orientation. It is my belief that this quality is vital to humanity in the interconnected
world of the 21st century. Recently, there was a sobering observation by a former
Western journalist who has been living for decades in Hong Kong. He said that for all
our reputation as an international city, our people, including our young people, well-
educated or otherwise, are often too self-absorbed and unconcerned with the world
beyond our immediate circle, let alone what lies beyond our borders. Some former Hong
Kong residents go so far as to say that our tastes, passions, and concerns have become
rather parochial, and our students hardly speak English socially or functionally at a level
that befits an international city.

| hope these criticisms are untrue, but if they contain elements of truth, it could be a
dangerous situation in a fast-globalising world. The essence of education is a continuous
extension beyond ourselves, beyond our immediate little world—to an interest in others,
to things and people beyond our personal and political boundaries. This is why [.am
proud of our international exchange programmes, which enable more tha of our
students to go abroad to learn about other cultures and societies §e programmes,
along with our community outreach and internship progra s, are an important part of
liberal arts education.

As president, | call upon our stu ts and-alumni to practise mutual respect
and humility, and go beyond interests dictated by proximity. If we are serious about
making Lingnan an internationally recognised liberal arts institution that reflects our
University’s past greatness-and future’advancement, the entire Lingnan community
must work together to foster these“and other values that are not only essential for
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personal happiness and fulfillment, but also indispensable to Hong Kong as a vibrant
international city.

We congregate to celebrate an important rite of passage for our students. |
congratulate our graduates on their most emotional day at Lingnan. You, your family
and teachers have put in so much to get you to this point. This day belongs to you and
to them all. Be proud that you come from Lingnan. Whatever may happen in the world
outside, this will always be your second home. May you go far and fly high. Today, you
may cry tears of joy and nostalgia as you leave. Tomorrow, Lingnan is ready to hear
good news from her sons and daughters. We are, and always will be, one family.

Thank you.
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