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A CULTURAL HISTORY OF WATER
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1,2,3

3

Sectional approach

3 hours per week

General Education, Category C
Also available as an elective

None
None

N/A

This course examines the changing relationship between
water and humankind across civilizations, with particular
emphasis given to the period from the 17" century to the
present. We will explore how the Enlightenment, the
Industrial  Revolution and the public health movement
originated in the West have profoundly transformed
people’ s attitudes towards Mother Nature and their concepts
of cleanliness, and how technological advancement has
increased the extent of the exploitation of our water
resources. The repercussion of such changes on Asian
countries and the overall impact of human exploitation of
water on the environment will also be examined.

This course aims to show the interplay between ideas and
material culture in cross-cultural and historical perspectives,
and the historical process through which modern daily lives
have come about.

The students will be able to

(1) analyze current water issues with a historical
perspective.

(20 have a stronger awareness of the inseparable
relationship between human survival and clean water
SOurces.

(3) acquire presentation and writing skills.

l. Rivers and civilizations

I1.  Cities and the acquisition of fresh water



Teaching Method

Measurement of Learning
Outcomes

Assessment

Required Readings:

I1l.  From gratification to cleanliness: history of bathing

IV. Water and the public health movement in the 19"
century: running water and water closets

V. Water and spiritual purification

VI. Conquering the sea: from sailing boats to container
ships

VII. Damming the rivers and its environmental impact

VI1Il. Water, environmental crisis, and the future of human
race

This course is taught partly as lectures, partly as seminars
with assigned readings and discussions.

(1) essays: evaluate students' writing skills and the ability
to analyze the interplay between ideas and material
culture.

(2) dass discussion and presentation: evaluate students
comprehension of reading materials and the ability to
understand the present in light of the past.

(3) examination: evaluate students comprehension of
lectures and reading materials.

Continuous Assessment 60%
Examination 40%
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