Address by Ms Ada Wong

Mr. Bernard Chan, President Yuk-Shee Chan, Honorary Fellows, Lingnanians,
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen:

I am most privileged and honoured to receive this award of Honorary Fellowship from
Lingnan University and | am delighted to address you on behalf of the other five
distinguished Honorary Fellows today. They are Hong Kong’s business leaders and
philanthropists, and they deserve this title of Honorary Fellow more than | do. My
sincerest congratulations and recognition to Dr. Michael Chan Yue-kwong, Ms Laura
Chen, Mr. Ho Sai-chu GBS, OBE, JP, Mr. Benjamin Hung Pi-cheng, and Mr. Henry Wu
King-cheong BBS, JP.

I had the honour of serving Lingnan and playing three different roles in the University
in the last ten years, first as Council and Court member for seven years (between
1999-2006), and concurrently as advisor to the Department of Cultural Studies, and
finally as Lingnan’s part-time lecturer for the Master of Cultural Studies programme in
2004-05. This is a rare combination and these three positions have provided me
with multiple perspectives and glimpses of different aspects of Lingnan, from its
teachers to students, and from curriculum development to the University’s holistic
commitment to liberal arts education. As a part-time lecturer, | can see that the
Master of Cultural Studies degree has benefited a cross section of individuals. They
are teachers, social workers, artists and cultural administrators who embrace lifelong
and multidisciplinary learning. As advisor to the MCS programme, | am convinced
that the department has developed into a signature programme and will play more
important roles in the cultural development of Hong Kong. As a Council member of
Lingnan University, | can see that the University has gone from strength to strength,
and has developed into a unique tertiary institution with its core values becoming
known and supported by our community, including many employers of Lingnan
graduates.

I have also witnessed the growth of Linghan as a unique liberal arts institution. | had
the fortune of understanding what a liberal arts education means, being a graduate of
Pomona College in California in the early 1980s. | pursued my degree in foreign
languages (French and German) and because of the liberal arts requirement, had the
opportunity to take courses in international relations, history, psychology and even
geology. The breadth of these courses coupled with small class teaching provided
me with an unforgettable experience, and one that has influenced me throughout



these years. | also had the privilege of knowing faculty members of Pomona who
became my lifelong mentors.

In the 21* century, our next generation no longer requires routine cognitive and
manual skills, but non-routine analytical and interactive skills. The competencies to
be stimulated in a tertiary learning environment should include cross-disciplinary,
critical thinking, ability to make connections, and open-mindedness. | believe a
liberal arts education is the answer to building the self-confidence, perseverance and
competencies required for the future leader of our society.

Dr. Michael Chan Yue-kwong, Ms Laura Chen, Mr. Ho Sai-chu GBS, OBE, JP, Mr.
Benjamin Hung Pi-cheng, and Mr. Henry Wu King-cheong BBS, JP have exemplary
achievements in their own fields and have contributed enormously to society. Let me
once again represent them to express our heartfelt thanks to the Council and Lingnan
University in conferring upon us this very great honour, and to everybody, not least our
families, friends and colleagues, who gave us encouragement and support. We wish
Lingnan University all the best and vow to support the University in whatever way we
can, in its road to further excellence as a liberal arts university.
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