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Ms Ada Wong Ying-kay, JP, was born and raised in Hong Kong, and graduated with a
BA in Foreign Languages (French and German) at Pomona College in the early 1980s.
This experience gave her the strong foundation in languages and the arts and in liberal
arts education per se that made her the dynamic and perceptive person she is today.
Initially her dream was to pursue a career as a journalist, but as the eldest child she
entered the family business, and worked her way up from humble clerkly duties to a
position of seniority. In the pursuit of her initial career goal she took a one-year
conversion law course in London, and gained professional qualifications as a solicitor.

Upon her return to Hong Kong in the mid-<80s, Ms Wong practiced law as a solicitor
and is a partner of the law firm, Philip K H Wong, Kennedy Y H Wong & Co. She was
also China-appointed Attesting Officer and Civil Celebrant of Marriages. Feeling the
call of public service, she became an elected member of the Urban Council in 1995,
representing the constituency of Wanchai East until the Urban Council was abolished
in 2000. She then became a District Councillor for Wanchai and subsequently its
Council Chair in 2004, a position she held until the end of 2007, carrying out her
duties with great distinction. During the same period, she managed to earn a master’s
degree in education at the University of Hong Kong with distinction; following this
she continued doctoral studies in education at the same university. Amid her many
roles in education and politics, she actively promotes the cause of the arts and culture,
which is especially laudable in our sometimes excessively materialistic society of
Hong Kong. Her present roles as a member of the consultation panel of the West
Kowloon Cultural District Authority, the Council of the Academy for Performing Arts,
the Board of Governors of Shue Yan University and the Steering Committee of the
Review of Urban Renewal Strategy testify to her goals of establishing enlightened
public policies for our city in vital areas such as tangible and intangible cultural
heritage. She has deep interest in policy research, and the Hong Kong Institute of
Contemporary Culture which she founded ten years ago has been seen as such a
research and advocacy vehicle for change in cultural and creative education policy in
Hong Kong. Ms Wong is certainly no yes-woman, as confirmed by her boldly
expressed views that differ from those of government authority figures.

That said, Ms Wong has always been pragmatic, positive and flexible in her thinking,
and these qualities complement very well her integrity, determination and resilience.
Now free from party affiliation, she feels more comfortable in a non-aligned role in
civil society where she can help to nurture a deeper commitment to, and a stronger
foundation for, the arts and education in the SAR through her participation in
advocacy groups as well as her journalistic work as chat show co-host for the RTHK,
and as columnist for the Oriental Daily News and previously Ming Pao. Her current



position as Supervisor of the HKICC Lee Shau Kee School of Creativity in Junction
Road, the first creativity-based secondary school of its kind in Hong Kong, is one that
she takes very seriously. She cares deeply about the school and its students, and is
extremely proud of their achievements. The innovative school offers a valuable
potential link not only with professionally oriented tertiary institutions such as the
Academy for Performing Arts, but also with Hong Kong’s liberal arts university,
Lingnan — all the more so since Ms Wong is an established friend of our University,
having served as a former Council and Court member with great dedication.

Mr Chairman, in recognition of her outstanding work in many domains of public

service in Hong Kong, may | now present Ms Ada Wong Ying-kay to you for the
conferment of an honorary fellowship.

Written and delivered by Dr Michael Ingham
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