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English literature. Despite remarkable developments weduin late imperial China
from the tenth century down to the eighteenth century then€de state is described
either to cause a serious hindrance to progress or a weakmoert that had little
impact on the economy and society. At the basis of a rich cindle of economic data,
this paper challenges the current wisdom by questioningdalwiaccepted assumption
of the traditional Chinese state. The author argues forrgarg paths in late imperial
China’s state formation in relation to military mobilizati and fiscal administration.
Struggle over the means of war produced state structurenthane even planned to
create. This process in return reinforced an interdepdnaationship between the
way of how the state mobilized for massive violence on the lnawed and the fiscal
capacity of the administration in controlling resourcestom other hand. Such a state-
centered perspective highlights the significant role oé tktate in shaping the
relationship between the state and society, and helps faiaxphy the Chinese states
differed so much in their attitudes towards the market eoono
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